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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1 , it appears the valve claimed in line 5 is a double inclusion of the valve 
claimed in line 1 . 

In claim 4, it appears the valve claimed in line 6 is a double inclusion of the valve 
claimed in line 2. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "said piston" in line 1. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

In light of the above informalities, the claims have been examined as could best be 
understood by the examiner. The examiner's failure to apply prior art to any of the claims should 
not be construed as an indication of allowable subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 1, 4, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
3,884,396 to Gordon et al. 

Gordon shows a dispenser 10 as seen in Fig. 3, having a cavity for containing a material 
34 formed as one piece by a valve 20 at one end and a valve or piston 22 at an opposite end. The. 
valve 20, seen in Fig. 6, has a central potion 46 with a front wall displaced from the wall of an 
annular portion 42, and the rear wall or the annular portion is recessed from the rear wall of the 
central portion and a marginal edge 30, the central portion has slits 48 that form the flaps of the 
dispensing valve. 

The piston 22 has a first part engaging the material and providing an annular seal at the 
surface 24 with the interior of the container. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
3,884,396 to Gordon et al. in view of US 4,991,745 to Brown and US 6,575,340 to Steinel et al. 

Gordon shows all claimed features as discussed above but is silent about making the 
valve out of silicone with a conical portion and the type of product dispensed. Brown shows a 
dispenser having a dispensing valve, as seen in Fig. 16, with a conical portion 29a and made out 
of silicone. It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the valve in the device of Gordon with a conical portion to better 
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direct the flow of product out of the container, and use a silicon material to make the valve to 
prevent the valve from reacting with the content of the container and allow the valve to remain 
unaltered when the container is exposed to significant temperature fluctuations as taught by 
Brown. 

In reference to the intended use limitation in claim 5, it would have been obvious to a 
person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the device of the 
Gordon-Brown combination to dispense hot melt adhesive since the use of containers with 
nozzle valves that resist significant temperature fluctuation are well suitable for dispensing hot 
melt adhesive as evidenced by Steinel et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin A. Cartagena whose telephone number is (571) 272-4924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on T-F (7:30AM to 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see. http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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